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tegrity, viewed by the eyes of all France, receives
general approbation and praise, even from the lips of
our great King. The exclusion of those who, hav-
ing drained off the wealth that can be gathered in this
country, left it without settlers and without cultiva-
tion,—mnot having, in all the years they enjoyed it,
cleared a single arpent of land; the great sums that
the Gentlemen of the Company of New France are
expending, either upon the country or upon their es-
tablishments;® the disposition we [4] see in many
persons to favor this project, some by their means,
others by their personal labors: [all these considera-
tions] lead us to conclude that God is conducting this
enterprise.

I shall say nothing of those whose ardent zeal warms
and at the same time confounds us, whose help
cheers and strengthens us. Neither shall I say any
more about the burning desire of a great number of
our Fathers, who find the air of New France the air
of Heaven, since there they can suffer for Heaven,
and there can help souls to find Heaven. I pass over
in silence many other Religious, who have the same
sentiments and the same willingness. But what sur-
prises me is that many young Nuns, consecrated to
our Lord, wish to join us,— overcoming the fear nat-
ural [5] to their sex, in order to come and help the
poor girls and poor women among these Savages.
There are so many of these who write to us, and from
so many Convents, and from various Orders in the
Church, of the strictest discipline, that you would
say that each one is first to laugh at the hardships of
the Sea, the riotous waves of the Ocean, and the bar-
barism of these countries. They have written me
that the Superior of a very well-ordered House, being



